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DETAILED ACTION 
Summary 

On February 21 , 2007, the Applicant filed a request for reconsideration. 
Prosecution has been reopened. A non-final action follows. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Conklin 
(6,336,105). 

Conklin discloses a method for conducting buyer-driven and buyer-executed 
electronic commerce transactions, providing a controller which allows a buyer to 
specify, via an electronic network, at least one term selected from the group consisting 
of minimum quantities the buyer would agree to purchase, minimum qualities the buyer 
would accept, the minimum length of time to which the buyer would agree to be bound 
to purchase said minimum quantities containing said minimum qualities, and the 
maximum or minimum price the buyer would pay, generating, based upon said buyer's 
prior specification of said at least one term, a plurality of mutually created conditional 
original sales offers from a corresponding plurality of sellers, each of said plurality of 
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conditional original sales offers including said at least one term specified by said buyer 
and at least one term specified by at least one of said plurality of sellers, said at least 
one term specified by at least one of said plurality of sellers being a term not specified 
by said buyer, using said electronic network to transmit at least one of said mutually 
created conditional original sales offers to said buyer, and receiving via said electronic 
network said buyer's acceptance of said at least one mutually created conditional 
original sales offer (col. 13, line 60 to col.14, line 20; col.23, line 23 to col.24, line 20; and 
col. 24, line 45 to col.25, line 63); step of revealing to the seller the buyer's personal or 
financial information after the buyer accepts at least one original sales offer (col. 26, 
lines 48-67); the sales offers are conditional upon subsequent approval of the buyer's 
personal or financial information (col.26, lines 48-67); and the buyer is not bound by the 
specification of terms (col.13, line 60 to col.14, line 20; col.23, line 23 to col.24, line 20; 
and col.24, line 45 to col.25, line 63). 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments w'Ah respect to claims 1-4 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lalita M. Hamilton whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6743. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Thursdiay (6:30-2:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kalinowski Alexander can be reached on (571) 272-6771 . The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Lalita M. Hamilton 
Primary Examiner, 3691 



